TII                     INCARNA TE HUMAN GODS                     379

receive the godhead into his person.    Generally, however, Temporary

some time passes before he can be brought into the requisite
frame of body and mind ; but the desired result may be human
hastened by making him inhale the smoke of incense or form'
surrounding him with a band of singing men or women.
The soul of the medium quits for a time his body, which is
thus placed at the disposal of the deity, and up to the
moment when his consciousness returns all his words and
acts are regarded as proceeding not from himself but from
the god. So long as the possession lasts he is a dewa
kapiragan, that is, a god who has become man, and in that
character he answers the questions put to him. During this
time his body is believed to be immaterial and hence
invulnerable. A dance with swords and pikes follows the
consultation of the oracle ; but these weapons could make no
impression on the ethereal body of the inspired medium.1 In
Poso, a district of Central Celebes, sickness is often supposed
to be caused by an alien substance, such as a piece of
tobacco, a stick, or even a chopping-knife, which has been
introduced unseen into the body of the sufferer by the
magic art of an insidious foe. To discover and eject this
foreign matter is a task for a god, who for this purpose
enters into the body of a priestess, speaks through her
mouth, and performs the necessary surgical operation with
her hands. An eye-witness of the ceremony has told how,
when the priestess sat beside the sick man, with her head
covered by a cloth, she began to quiver and shake and to
sing in a strident tone, at which some one observed to
the writer, " Now her own spirit is leaving her body and a
god is taking its place." On removing the cloth from her
head she was no longer a woman but a heavenly spirit, and
gazed about her with an astonished air as if to ask how she
came from her own celestial region to this humble abode.
Yet the divine spirit condescended to chew betel and to
drink palm-wine like any poor mortal of earthly mould.
After she had pretended to extract the cause of the disease
by laying the cloth from her head on the patient's stomach
and pinching it, she veiled her face once more, sobbed,
1 F. A. Liefrinck, " Bijdrage tot de    wor Indischc Tuat- Land- tn Vbfon-
Kcnnis van het ciland Bali," Tijdschrifi    ftundt, jocriii. (1890) pp. 260 Jf.